
1



Thrift  and Industry:
Getting Our Houses in Order

ACTIVITY:
Explain that the word order means the way in which things are places. Line up or seat
your family in different orders:

Age-Youngest to oldest
Size of feet-Smallest to largest
Height-Tallest to shortest
Months of Births-January to December
Alphabetical Order

Point out that to play this game, someone had to select the order and the others followed
that order.

In D&C 132:8, Heavenly Father has said that his house is a house of order and has taught
us how we can have order in our own home. Each of us is responsible to help make our
family happy and strong. Have family members name ways they can make your home a
house of order.

Discuss and list the basic goals of your family and list them on Family GOALS/Family
RULES sheet. List the family rules and show how each rule relates to one of those goals.

Example: Family Goals Family Rules
We want to be a loving family. We will all try to attend any event in 

which one of our family members is
involved in to show our support.

We want to be a healthy family. We will obey the Word of Wisdom.

We want to be active in the Church. We will all attend sacrament
meeting

together.
We will accept Church callings when
asked.

We want to be alert at school and We will always be home by ten
work.  o’clock on school nights.

We want to develop our individual We will practice one hour each day.
talents.

We want to be morally clean. We will not date until we are sixteen.
We will not do anything that will lead to
immorality.

We want to be kind. There will be no quarreling in our home.

We want to be together as an We will have family home evening
eternal family. every week.

2



President Hinckley feels very strongly about the importance of work in getting our
houses in order.

STORY:
As a boy, President Hinckley lived in what he thought was a large home. It had

four rooms on the main floor-a kitchen, dining room, parlor and a library. There were
four bedrooms upstairs. The house stood on the corner of a large lot. There was a big
lawn with many trees that shed millions of leaves each fall. There was always a lot of
work to be done.

They had a stove in the kitchen and a stove in the dining room. Later, a furnace
was put in, but it had a huge appetite for cola. The coal had to be shoveled into the
furnace and carefully banked each night.

He learned a great lesson from that monster of a furnace: “If you wanted to keep
warm, you had to work to shovel.”

His father had the idea that boys ought to learn to work in the summer as well in
the winter so he bought a 5 acre farm, which eventually grew into more than 30 acres.
They lived there all summer and the chores seemed to never end. He was expected to rise
each day by 5:00 a.m. Every day he would plan on receiving a list of jobs to be
completed by noon. Those chores included everything from digging post holes to helping
with the irrigation, to working in the large orchard where they grew apple, peach, cherry,
pear, and apricot trees.

At harvest time, he helped to bring in the fruit, something that wasn’t his favorite
assignment because it was sweaty, sticky work. But the fruit had to be picked, packed and
sold. It took all of them to get the job done. As a boy he learned many important lessons,
including the fact that we can reap only what we have sown.

QUOTES:
President Hinckley has learned the great value of work:

“Work is the miracle by which talent is brought to the surface and dreams
become reality. There is simply no substitute under the heavens for productive labor. It is
the process by which idle visions become dynamic achievements.”

“…it is work that spells the difference in the life of a man or a woman or a boy or
a girl. Children who are taught to work and to enjoy the fruits of that labor have a great
advantage as they grow toward maturity. The process of stretching our minds and
utilizing the skills of our hands lifts us from the stagnation of mediocrity.”

“Nothing of real substance comes without work. Nothing happens in this world
until there is work.”

SONG: “When We’re Helping”

President Hinckley also feels strongly about thrift and staying out of debt.

“I commend to all the virtues of industry and thrift, which I believe go hand in
hand. The labor and thrift of the people make a nation, community, or a family strong.
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Work and thrift make the family independent. Debt can be a terrible thing. It is so easy to
incur and so difficult and laborious to repay. Borrowed money is had only at a price, and
that price can be burdensome. Bankruptcy generally is the bitter fruit of debt, over
extension, and uncontrolled appetites. …I deplore waste. I deplore unnecessary and
uncontrolled extravagance. I value thrift. I believe in temporal prudence and
conservatism.º

· What is debt? Money borrowed for a price.

Benjamin Franklin was penniless when he left home as a teenager. He became one of this
country’s most successful citizens. He believed frugality and thrift were very important.
(Show picture with quote)

DISCUSSION:
Some traffic signs warn us of dangers while driving. President Hinckley warns us of the
dangers of financial irresponsibility.

ªBorrowing money is made to appear effortless and desirable, with never a
mention of the responsibility to repay.º

ªSeductive advertising strives to persuade us that we deserve to have it all and to
have it now, regardless of the cost.º

ªThe present age…of persuasive advertisements and skillful salesmanship, all
designed to entice us to spend-and all too often to spend money we don’t have.º

ªOurs is a wasteful generation. Our pioneer forebears lives by the motto: ‘Fix it up,
wear it out, make it do or do without.’ Today, the obsessions with riches cankers and
destroys and leads to irresponsible financial decisions.º

ªNo one knows when emergencies will strike-be they natural disasters or
personal crisis.º

ªOne has neither independence or freedom from bondage when obligated by
debts.º

President Hinckley has promised us that if our houses are in order, we will have peace in
our hearts.

FOR PARENTS AND OLDER CHILDREN: Read the pamphlet One for the Money.
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